ON THE WATER

Florida Keys 115-Mile Paddle
to mark Over-Sea Railroad Centennial

Sharing Henry Flagler’s
visign of the Elorida !l'.ﬁ.'a.
as a remarkable and acces
sible destimation, up w100
nature-loving  kavakers are
to embark on a 105-mile,
10-day Paddle Flogida Keys
Challenge Thursday, Jan. 12,
to celefrale the coentennial
of the Florida Keys Over-Sea
Railroad,

Starting at Key Larpo's John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State
Park, the challenge is suiped
for experienced paddlers
amd includes overnight stays
throughout the Keys. Dally
paddles average 6 to 20 miles
in hoth protected and open
waler environments,

Highlights of the pad-
diing itinerary include vis-
its and stopovers at historie
Tavernier, Indian Key Sate
Park, Lignumvitae Key
Botanical State Park and
other Florida state parks
incloding Long Key and
Curry Hammock. A& two
night layover at the Lower
keys" Bahia Honda State Park
provides an opportunity for
exploration and snorkeling ai
Looe Key Rect.

All Aboard:

I¥ you hawe an cutstonding catch of fishing news o

o

* Fam: 305 205-8016
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Thursday, kan. 12, lusirating
Flaglers historic and devel-
apmental influence on the
Florida Kevs, It is o be pre-
sented by Monica Well of
ihe Florida Department of
Environmental Proteciions
iMice of Greevaays and
Tradls, A presentatbon by
environmental  photogra
pher Mac Stone s scheduled
Sumnday, Jan. 15,

Tuwesclay, Jan, 17, paddiers
can mweet travel authars ancd
profeszional padding guides
Bill anct Mary Burnham for a
book signing, slide show and
campdire talk at Knight's Koy
Campgronnd,

Other attractions inchude
live Americana-style music
performances on ihe jour-
reey's fimal nighis,

Eveni organizers expect
the kayakers to end thelr
journey al Key Wests For
Zachary Taylor State Park by
neon Sumday, jan. 22 the
I amniversary ol Henry
Flaglers arrival on the il
rodads inaugurl maln from
Miamk A eookout for pad

dilers bs 1o follow,

Packidlers interested in join-
ing the group for the final day
cian pert inan Bovd's Bey West
Campgrownd. 6401 Maloney
Avie, There Is no fee, but pad-
dlers musi provide their own
kayaks for the six-mile rek o
Keny West.

Registration for the 10-
day trip is $B00 per person
including overnight accom-
maodations and  meals,
Paddiers also can participate
on a daily basiz for 3590 per
day inchuding meals,

Participants  musi  bring
camping gear, kayak and
paddieis) and a personal
fetation device. Rental gear
iz aovailable ar Florida Bay
Oitlitters, MM 104 bayside
in Key Largn, Contact 305
A51-3008 or vish waswkayak
flordakeys.com!,

Limited space rermains for
i arip, and paddiers must
be vegistered no later than
Frinkay, Dec, H

For more  information,
see wiww paddicllorido.ong!
keys 1 2/keys.him or contact
Bill Hichards at 352-377-
HA4E,

Fish Bites:

The winds conbeue to challenge Eshermen wivd

ant anous to get out and pursus thedr kit
paestirmae. 1he nearty pabch meefs offer the satest

1800, Key West,

opdiun for oceanside fishing, with a wariety of

snappar and mackenod aeailable, Tre flals aed

bk coteniry ane pretly chumead up. Lucy fisher-

men may spot 3 pammL of o fesding on the in-
coming tides, Sharks and cudas love 1o crutse the

flaks im 1= winhe:,

~Capl Pate Peterson




